
 
THE HEN AND THE PIG 
(Aesop’s  Fable) 
 
Unfair  and unjust deals and agreements. 
 
Once upon a tame a Hen approached a Pig   for a business proposal.  
She told him “Hey, what about starting a business partnership?  Why not to open up an 
eggs and bacon breakfast parlor in the main street? There will be lots of customers and 
plenty of profit.   I’ll supply the eggs; you will supply me with bacon”. 
The Pig answered: “Can’t you see that this is an unfair partnership?  You will have 
nothing much to lose. You will give only what you have, the eggs, but me?   I’ll have to 
give my all?  My entire  life!” 
“Yes”, The Hen coolly and callously replied, “I see it, but this does not bother me much, 
I am sure that my business would thrive!   
 
Practical applications of the Fable 

 Unfair structures and unjust  international relationships 
 World monetary enforced agreements between developed and undeveloped 

countries. 
 Unequal Partnerships and contracts may be legalized but, are they just???  

For instance: 
 Capital  and   Labor – (Capital would be the Hen, Labor the Pig) 
 Masters and servants. 
 Employers and  employees 
 Exploitation of others at all levels. 
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Once upon a tame a Hen approached a Pig   for  a business proposal.  
She told him “Hey, what about starting a business partnership?  Why not to open up an 
eggs and bacon breakfast parlor in the main street? There will be lots of customers and 
plenty of profit.   I’ll supply the eggs; you will supply me with bacon”. 
The Pig answered: “Can’t you see that this is an unfair partnership?  You will have 
nothing much to lose. You will have to give only what you have, the eggs, but me?   I’ll 
have to give all I am, my entire life!” 
“Yes”, The Hen coolly and callously replied, “I see it, but this does not bother me much, 
I am sure that the business  would bring me lots of money”  
 
  
  


